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When recording artist Taja Sevelle cut 2 CD in
Detroit, she was siruck by the poverty and urban
blight. In 2005, she founded Urban Farming
and, last vear, partnered with Detroit to plant ‘
commiinity vegetable gardens on the lots of 20
foreclosed properties. The city donates the property
and water, and Urban Farming volunteers plant
and cultivate the gardens. And anybody who's
interested can wander in, pick the produce and
take it home for dinner. “Our community gardens
are borderless,” says Sevelle. “There are no
fences to keep people out.” Mow neighborhoods
inAtlanta, Los Angeles and other cities can enjoy
the produce as Sevelle’s program grows—and the
blight of foreclosure is replaced by the bounty of a
commiunity garden. —Nancy Mann Jackson
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